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KNSDI stakeholders Policy Workshop he/a’ at Kenya Schoo/ of Monez‘ary Studlies on 19" 08, 2009,

KNSDI is a national initiative that uses
technology to provide better access for all
Kenyans to essential spatial data. It aims to
ensure that users of spatial data are able to
acquire consistent datasets to meet their
requirements, even though the data is
collected and maintained by different
stakeholders.

The implementation of the KNSDI requires a
solid infrastructure based on policy and
administrative arrangements, people and
technology, and a means by which spatial data
is made accessible to the users. This
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infrastructure can be compared to service
infrastructures such as road, rail and electricity
networks.

KNSDI is serviced by a team of Survey of
Kenya staffs, headed by Director of Surveys
E.M. Murage. KNSDI stakeholders include the
academia, public and private sector, non-
governmental organization, civil societies and
international  organizations. The  team
(secretariat) reports to the KNSDI Interim
National Steering Committee appointed by the
Head of Public Service and secretary to the
cabinet.

This edition of our newsletter, highlight issues pertaining to;
e KNSDI policy workshop and Data Quality Control among other issues
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KNSDI POLICY WORKSHOP

Realization of a fully working KNSDI moved a
notch higher when the stakeholders adopted the
KNSDI Draft Policy May09-1 Version. This
happened in a well attended, balanced workshop
that was held at Kenya School of Monetary
Studies, Ruaraka on 19t August 2009.

The workshop was chaired by Ms. Gitimu
(KNSDI  Secretariat Coordinator) and the
objective was to discuss the KNSDI Draft policy.
The overview of the draft was presented to the
participants of the workshop by Professor G.C.
Mulaku (University of Nairobi) who thanked all
the members for the continued support on
development of the policy. He noted that the
Policy purpose is to establish a strategy for the
collection, integration, distribution, sharing of
Geospatial Information (GI) and it applies to all
participants in Kenya, including public, private
and Civil Society.

The representatives of various organizations
unanimously discussed the document, proposing
the amendments they deemed fit.

Dr. Farah (left) Director General RCMRD and Mr. Murage

(Director of Surveys) exchange ideas during the workshop.

Groups discussions during the workshop

The Director of Surveys Mr. Ephantus Murage
emphasized the importance of a KNSDI Policy
and clearing house. He further accentuated on
the role of the Ministry of Lands as the lead
agency and requested that it should be clearly
specified in the policy document.

Dr. Farah (Director General RCMRD) gave the
closing speech reiterating the importance of
spatial data. He was happy that the policy
document was ready and the very little work was
remaining to be done. He thanked Prof. Mulaku
and the team of experts for their good work in
preparing the policy document. He did also thank
all participants even as he congratulated all the
groups of the day for their good work. He
concluded by thanking Survey of Kenya for
spearheading KNSDI.

The resolutions of the workshop and
recommendations were as follows:

i The secretariat to capture corrections as
proposed by members.
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