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Greetings from KNSDI Secretariat!

KNSDI has remained active even after the completion of The Project for
Strengthening Survey of Kenya for GIS promotion in the Republic of Kenya by
JICA last year. Among the activities that KNSDI has been tirelessly
spearheading is KNSDI Policy formulation. This policy when fully functional
will safeguard and harmonize the process of data sharing.

In this ninth issue of our newsletter we report on the progress in formulation
of KNSDI Policy, KNSDI committee of experts’ deliberations and KNSDI
Complex among other issues.

Kenya National Spatial Data Infrastructure Policy

The KNSDI initiative was started in 2001 through the efforts of various
stakeholders, principally Survey of Kenya, ISK, USGS and JICA. Since then,
many more stakeholders came on board from all sectors. These stakeholders,
through various consultative workshops and seminars, produced the first draft
of the policy in May 2006.

The policy will provide common understanding and mechanism for the
production, access and utilisation of geo-information among the multi-sectoral
Geospatial (or Geographic) Information community such as in agriculture,
culture in recreation, education, energy, environment, forestry, finance,
fisheries, health, local government, Provincial Administration, security,
tourism, Transport and Communication.

Once fully established, the KNSDI will set the standards for collection,
discovery and access of land information as envisaged in the National Land
Policy, and as expressed in Kenya’s vision 2030.

Seminar IV Resolutions resolved that the participants were to review the draft
policy document and send their comments to the secretariat. The Participants
responded and their comments were put into the draft that the committee of
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To be a leading national infrastructure for access and use of geospatial information
in decision making at local, regional and national levels for sustainable development and
as part of the global spatial data infrastructure.

Edition 9 - July 2009

I S

KNSDI Mission
To promote the
production, sharing
and use of geospatial

information for
sustainable
development in
Kenya and in the
world.

KEY WORDS IN THE
DRAFT KNSDI
POLICY

Geospatial Data
Infrastructure (GDI),
Spatial Data
Infrastructure (SDI)

The combination of
technology, data,
institutional
arrangements and people
that enables the




experts conscientiously worked on.

Some of the issues in the draft that the committee discussed included geo-
spatial datasets (Fundamental datasets and Thematic datasets), standards and
metadata.

Kenya’s current laws do not adequately address emerging legal issues on the
KNSDI initiative. The experts discussed legal framework such that it is
enhanced to address KNSDI issues and provide harmonious linkages with
other related government policy documents such as the ICT policy, the draft
National Land Policy and the e-government strategy.

In the policy, enhanced legal framework addresses issues related to data
ownership, Custodianship, Confidentiality, Copyright, Privacy and Liability.
Other matters addressed are data pricing, KNSDI funding, data access and
data security.

The committee further discussed on policy recommendations, KNSDI
implementation plan, training and capacity building.

It is worth noting that the KNSDI cabinet memo has been accepted by the
Permanent Secretary- Ministry of Lands.

KNSDI COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS’ DELIBERATIONS

During Seminar IV, a committee of experts was appointed by the participants.
They included Mr. Eric Nyadimo from Oakar services to represent the Private
Sector, Prof. Mulaku from University of Nairobi to represent the Academia, Mr.
Wanyoike from Kenya Institute of Surveying and Mapping to represent the
Government, Ms. Lucy Waruingi from African Conservation Centre to represent
the Civil Society and Mr. Ngomo from KNSDI secretariat to coordinate the
team.

They held three consecutive meetings at Kenya Institute of Surveying and
Mapping under chairmanship of Prof. Mulaku who was elected by the
committee during their first meeting.

Prof. Mulaku of University of Nairobi

Mr. Wanyoike of KISM

discovery, evaluation and
application of geospatial
data for users from all
sectors of the economy

plus the general citizenry.

Geospatial Information
Also called Geo-
information or
Geographic
Information.

It is information that is
directly or indirectly
spatially referenced to a
location on, above and
below the earth's surface;
such information includes
the attributes of the
entities involved plus
their relationships.

Dataset

A [coherent] collection of
similar or related data.

Fundamental Dataset

A dataset with national
coverage needed
consistently by many
users in order to achieve
their objectives. The
dataset is considered
necessary for most
applications as compared
to thematic data. Such a
dataset is often collected
by a government agency
at public expense.
Fundamental dataset is
also referred to as Base
data, Core Data or
Priority data.

Thematic Dataset

Data, which are
application specific, e.g.
soil map.

Copyright

Exclusive right to produce
a work in a certain way,
reproduce, disseminate,
publish, broadcast and

adapt the work.




Ownership

Proprietorship of data
that has been acquired by
an agency using its own

resources.

KNSDI
Achievements

Development of KNSDI
Standards

Ms. Lucy Waruingi of African
Conservation Centre
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Mr. Ngomo of KNSDI Secretariat

The committee in the month of May produced the final Version 3 May 2009 )
draft. Stakeholders in Seminar IV mandated the experts to present the policy = Website:
document to Minister of Lands through the Director of Surveys.

http://www.knsdi.go.ke
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KNSDI ACHIEVEMENTS

e
KNSDI Project first phase can be termed successful, for it has achieved the 7 -
followings:
» Formulation of Standards for data production Clearingh .
e« Six (KPGIS) Kenya Profile for GIS standards earinghouse:
» Production of map digitization and specifications manuals http://212.49.76.177:8080/p
e Three manuals produced ortal
> Development of resources and guidelines for geo-information e m%

dissemination
e KNSDI clearinghouse and website
» Training of potential GIS users and existing GIS users



http://www.knsdi.go.ke/
http://212.49.76.177:8080/portal
http://212.49.76.177:8080/portal

KNSDI COMPLEX

The offices of KNSDI are hosted at Survey of Kenya in one of the blocks. At
the inception of KNSDI, the office space was rather small however it was
expanded to include a meeting room and extra space for equipments. Plans
are underway for the construction of a complex building that will be KNSDI
administrative center.

The construction that is being financed by the Government of Kenya is planned

to be a three story building and will be constructed at Survey Field
Headquarters Ruaraka.
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